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(By J. W. Benjamin.) 


The death on June 17 of Ander- — 
son Jones, 76, one of Lewisburg’s 
dest and moss respected Negro 
+itizens, closed the record book on 
the famous Shue murder case, which 
attracted wide attention some 60 
years ago. 
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Jones, then a boy in is ’teens, 
vas the main witness against Shue 
Who was convicted of having killed 
his wife in their home in the Rich- 
S west of Lewis- 
burg. Shue, a blacksmith. insistea 
that Anderson Jones so to his home 
on an errand cariy one morning, 
and the youth found Mrs, Shue 
lying dead at the bottom of the 
teps, 
After the funeral Mrs. Shue’s mo- 
her saw her daughter in a vision 
was told Shue had murdered 
bis wife. So ins islent was the mo-« 


ther in hor “ccusations that finally 
the body was ai interred and it wag 
discovered the Woman had been 
murdered, ghuy¢ 


necused Anderson 
Jones of naw .' 
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she re their}/and was told Shue had murdered 
BP aghes She ousht Hibis: wife. aim insistent was the mo- 
ling the murderer.|/ther in her accusations that finally 
dvised her to dis- || the body was disinterred and it was 
as a mere dream|/ discovered the woman had been 
Bon hy jmurdered. Shue accused Anderson 
mae | Jones of having killed his wife. It 
Jis said that Jones’ testimony was 
| siven calmly and honestly, and could 
;not be shaken. Shue was found 
guilty and sentenced to the peni- 
cntiary for life. 
|| The Shue ease has been written 
the tl up for many newspapers and maga= 
and uncle |! zines and has been the basis of sev~ 
then talked i eral pieces of fiction. Many writers 
pert Wdoime research interviewed gene 
j)Over the years, His mind remained 
clear in spite of ill hea 
j had a vivid memory of ey 
| of the unusual! crime, 
Anderson Jones was born in a 
log cabin wes‘ of Lewisburg in 1876, 
For many years he lived in a log 
cabin in the back yard of the home 
of the late mr. Sam Beard and his 
Sister, Miss Emma Beard, in Lewis- 
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sup:rnatural. | He was always very loyal to the 
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four dreams in| them when. his services were required 
ter arose from|until his health became bad, when 
she had been) he had to work “off and on,” as he 
es, Preston | expressed it. 
ter’s story was| Eventually he moved into a house 
hat he listened |in town, and, when it was tom 
hours they|down to make way for improved 
amd when the |buildings, Miss Emma Reard found 
aston was too, | another home for Anderson. ; 
of justice be-| He passed away quietly on Wed- 
ards their in- |nesday, June 17, after a long ill- 
t ness, His funeral was held in the 
| Sonn Wesley Methodist Church in 


gestion, 
Goes Lewisburg and he was laid to rest 
re Rea in a beautiful spot in Clintonville, 
of Wi é Anderson Jones will al 
‘est Vir- ways be re- 
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's condition, and/peckoned with her hand bes 
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end explain the circumstances of he 
of January | death, Again the Prayers were ar 
ae eecs of/swered. Zona again appeared 
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present century that a gh 
the county of Greenbrier, p n 
his accusing finger at a man on tri: 
for murder of his wife. The bony 
finger pointed and the jury found 
the man guilty, the judge gave him 
life in the state prison where he 
died in his cell some years later, 
In this age where the supernatural 
is fit only for scoffing, it might do 
well to remember a story that is 
still to be found in the court records 
at Lewisburg, Greenbrier county, | bout, 
in West Virginia, Aunt Mai 
must make 
Many strange things happen ‘neath her, and fin 
the dark of the November Moon, when | Then, if th 
the earth becomes barren, and lies hard go to the S 
and lifeless waiting the onset of winter, Shue; seeme 
There are many occurances that become 
legends because men of sclence lack an 


i oa 
©xPlanation, but none is more ctrange | oculRae 
Than the winner eu i a 


e stin y of a mother him com 
brought about the arrest and subsequent 
conviction of a man who undoubtedly 
murdered his wife. : 

Fifty years ago Edward S, Shue was 
convicted in the Greenbrier county! 
courthouse at Lewisburg for the murd- S 
er of his wife. Only a short half-a- | tered 
century back, a jury accepted the dream 
testimony of the girl’s mother, Mrs.| trail of 
Mary J. Heaster, that was to bring! reached 
the murderer's untimely death, was als¢ 

This is the strange story which has} As th 
its beginning in old ‘Meadow Bluff dis- | through 
trict of Greenbrier county in the aut-| near fa 
umn of 1896. Edward S. Shue had Shue. 
but recently moyed into the county, | looking 
being a former resident of Pocahontas | that sht 
county, He Was a man of great though , 
strength, and he must have presented fear, he 
® striking feature as he pounded out body. TY 

hoes on the anvil at the black- | Probat 


#M1th shop of Jamac Manatee 


he had found employment. 
Happy Marriage.  - =y t] 
Young Zona Heaster, a member. of dead! 
a poor, but respected family was dark-; Aunt 
eyed, brown-haired attractive and ro-) house 
mantic. Despite the fact that he had in 
two previous wives, both of whom had| to 
died suddenly, she fell madly in love 
with the brawny blacksmith. It was 
Syne ~ot™ these wiirkwirra ‘cwOUrtishps, 
which were not common at that time, 
and in November of that fall of 1896, | 
Zona and Edward were united in mar_| When 
riage. It was related that Zona’s mo- | S°metim« 
ther had some misgivings and made had take 
mild protestations, but that the dark. | Placed hi 
Zona was determined that this|©Ver her 
man should be her husband. ‘The mar- | holding 1 
riage took place at the old Methodist} It wen 
church in Leivasy’s Mill, very stra: 
They moved at once after the wea | Placing | 
Ging to a small two-story frame house | 28h, stif 
Elbert distance from the blacksmith bere: | 
. Seemingly it was a happy match, 
Zona been well instructed as q | Tetermine 


husband. The 

riage took place at the old Me 
church in Leivasy’s Mill. — 
They moved at once after the wed. 
ding to a small two-story frame house 
8 short distance from the blacksmith | 
shop, Seemingly it was a happy match, : 
Zona had been well instructed -as a ae | 
usekeeper, and the tiny home shone ionan 
with cleanness, and she was known an San 

far and wide for her “baking powder” head 
biscuits, and her berry cobblers. | 
Wife Becomes 1H. Jasting 

This was the point when Fate step- 

ped in in the form of tragedy with a 
crime that was to throw into furor the 
People of the county. Shortly after 
Christmas, a happy time of the year 
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| Early on the morning of January 
22, Shue dropped over to the house of | s 
Aunt Martha Jones, a colored woman, 
to ask if her boy, Anderson could go 
fap to his house and Ede oe 
j}few chores around the place for Mrs. 
Shue, who was too ill to be up and 
about. 
Aunt Martha told Shue that Andy 
}™ust make a trip to Dr, Knapps for 
‘sth her, and finish his own chores for het. 
hen | Then, if that was all right, he would 
ard | go te the Shue home. It is said that 
ter. | Shue seemed to resent the fact that 
longed Andy could not go immediately, but 
tel insisted that he gO as soon as he 
Ree could Later in the day he returned to 
‘B see if Andy wes ready to go yet, Fin- 
pugl o'clock the little negro boy 


that would; as 4 
r the mir- | atterwai 
savision?) monition that ¥ 
Those, of and with superstition of his ra 
th fancies /teit something that did not muke 
& mother | him comfortable, The doors were clos- 
ubsequent|eq and the place was as still as death. 
Goubtedly Then“ andy stopped up short, tremb- 
ling. There was a trail of blood across 
Shue was; the porch. But he continued on and | 
* county knocked on the door. There was no 
Qe murd- answer. Finding it unlatched he en- hi 
t half-a-! tered’ cautiously. Walking slowly | 
Se dream | through the kitchen he saw that the ful, 
er, Mrs, trail of blood continued. Then he’ to i 
to bring reached the dining room door which 4 
I was also closed, | Spread 
eh has| As the small colored youth went Presta 
luff dis- | through the cining room door, he came e 
Whe @ut-|near falling over the body of Mrs,| ‘8d dele 
We had Shue. Old tales say that she was SoU 
county, |looking up with wide brown eyes and, he | 
ahontas that she secmed to be laughing i 


€ great though Andy was no doubt weal 


jted tne crews | vias 
mother, Mrs. / tra iL 
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ounded out body. It was cold and stiff. — 
the black- | Probably in a er of se 
anks where frightened colored boy was rn 
over the frozen fields, calling, “/ 


'|Martha! Aunt Marth: 
member. of dead!” =n 


was dark- | 
'e and ro- 


lacing one of those old 
poem) cineeae collars around her neck 
ame house | oiding it in place with a scarf, 
HAcKSINIG phe doctor berareleeNeRDianatione te 
Gzauetch. determine whether or not Mrs. Shue 
poe “|Was still alive, While the examina- 
ae Enon | tion was taking place, the grief strici- 
g powder” | & Shue continually held his wife's ! 
dlers. 


jasting faint. Her heart has failed.” 
Fate ent There was no postponement of the 
| ine funeral, the next morning Zona’s boay 
a iaftey accompanied by her husband and a 
| the year 


It went unnoticed at 
very strangely, Shue had 


head. Finally the good doctor arose 
from his work and said, “It ig an ever- 


few neighbors, wensied its way over 
the mountain to the home of the no- 
» | ther, Mrs. Mary J. Heaster. Ona black, 
reary Monday she was interred in the 
Uttle family graveyard on the side 
Of @ bleak mountain, Shue, it was af- 
‘8 remembered, never once Jef 

the side of his dead wife in the pres- 
Shee Of others. Whan nu tha anmin 


ito furor the | accompanied by & 
hortly after! ew neighbors, wend 
of the year t}¢ mountain to the home 
"~~ | ther, Mrs. Mary J, Heaster. 
dreary Monday she was int 
little family graveyard on 
of a bleak mountain. Shue, it was a 
terwards remembered, never once le! 
the side of his dead wife in the pres- 
ence of others, When by the coffin, 
he allowed no one to come near, not 
even the sorrowful mother, He stood 
guard near the head of the home made 
box, and oddly enough placed a sheet 
and some other materials on either side 
of her head. 

For several days after the funeral, 
Mrs. Heaster prayed constantly seeking 
the real solution of the death, never | 
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Knapp | to be recogn’ 
nmunity, Ghost 
Edward! The apparition see 
be quite|to the mother, but wh 
om, and) peckoned with her 


of the) resumed her fervent prayers, prayl 
fe Been jong and earnestly for Zona to return 

and explain the circumstances of her 
Jenuary|death. Again the prayers were an- || 0 
Ouse ot/swered. Zona again appeared and lwas | 
Woman,'talked freely with her mother. She| who 
wld go told her mother that the entire story} 
€ of a/of her death would be explained. i 
@ Mrs.| The third and fourth visits were}. 
 @nd made before the whole of the story be- 

©ame known to Mrs. Heaster, and now| 
| Andy |the mother was positive that Edward |. 
Ps for)S, Shue was a murderer of 
pr her. Jest sort. But much in the 
Would/ner as it might be thought 
@ that / there were skeptics, Neighbors 
} thas @d kindly enough, but shook 
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County authorities advised 
miss the happening as @ | 
tro boy | that had been brought on by 
Prosecuting Attomey Cot s 
But Mrs. Heaster was not easily 
ise, he | couraged, She convinced her frother- 
e pre- in-law, Johnson Heaster, of the story, 
amiss, @nd Johnson made a trip over the f 
ce, he Mountains to talk with Edward Shue. 
make The ensuing conversation made the!! 
€clos- envictions of the mother and uncle 
death. ever more concrete, They then talked! 
@emb- With little Andy Jones and Aunt Mar. 
acrovs tha, and neighbors who had been at 
2 and the house. They were firmly convinced 
fas no that foul play had been done by Zona'’s 
te en- husband, 


slowly er they journeyed into peace- 
bt the ful, Lewisburg, the county seat | jog 
mm he i to Prosecuting Attorney John 
haan ton, Thi 
aie A Pr © strange tale had | 
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tha, and 3 
mga the house, 
was no that foul pk 
he en- husband. 
slowly. ‘Together the 

ful, sleepy Lewi: 
sd ee to taik to Pros 
which 4 Freston. The 
| spread as an epiden 
Preston had alr 
(een mission. For ghost s e { 
‘yes, “8G Lelong to the simple felk, and | 
> was educated minds give no credence to 
and the happenings of the supernatural, 

al-| This mother then related to Attor-; 

t with | |mey Preston thé weird four dreams in| 

the ‘which her dead daughter arose from! 

| the grave to tell how she had been. 

is, a murdered. Fantastic, yes, Preston 

tnning ‘ought, but Mrs. Heaster’s story was 

“aunt °° credible and sincere, that he listened 

Shue’s | tently. For several hours they 

Uweshed out the case and when the 

sine | Conference was over, Preston was too, 

i | convinced. -The wheels of justice be- 

bishop £80 slowly to grind towards their in- 

mith | *¥itable end—Punishment, 
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doctor arose 
[t is an ever- 
as failed." 

ment of the 


jto talk to Shue, and to inform 


at least the mother 
of the weight on her n 
The following day Att 
and Dr, Knapp made the 
over the mountains to 


that an autopsy was to be made, Shue! 
was ordered in a legal manner to ace 
company the men back to the mountain |‘ 
grave. In addition they took along 
Aunt Martha Jones, and son, Andy. 
Loud and long were the protests of 
the mighty blacksmith but he did not 
dare refuse to go with them to the|; 
mound of hard earth covering his ‘ 
Wife's coffin. It has been related that 


he kept mutterin, 


